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Synopsis

This stunning companion to the internationally bestselling Bedside Book of Birds explores the
relationship between predators and their prey.The intricate, complex connection between the hunter
and the hunted has defined animal life on Earth throughout time. In The Bedside Book of Beasts,
Graeme Gibson gathers from all eras and cultures works of art and literature that capture the power,
grace, and inventiveness of both predators and their natural prey. Here are myths, fables, poetry,
generous excerpts from nature and travel writing, journals, sacred texts, and works of fiction. There
are vivid descriptions of noteworthy predators & ” including the big cats, bears, wolves a ” but also
the small but voracious praying mantis. Gibson also brings to life the experiences, strategies, and
emotions of vulnerable prey, and paints intriguing portraits of such legendary evil beasts as the
Minotaur, Grendel, and the Biblical Leviathan. All of this is enhanced by a breathtaking array of art,
both traditional and contemporary, as well as scientific, religious, and mythological drawings,
paintings, and woodcuts.In The Bedside Book of Beasts Gibson evokes a profound sense of the
eternal, often unsettling, connection between the human animal and the free, untamed beasts of the

wilderness. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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Customer Reviews

Book Description In a wonderfully diverse selection of writings and gorgeous illustrations, this
stunning companion to The Bedside Book of Birds explores the relationship between predators and

their prey. The intricate, complex connection between the hunter and the hunted has defined animal



life on earth throughout time. In The Bedside Book of Beasts, Graeme Gibson gathers breathtaking
works of art and literature that capture the power, grace, and inventiveness of both predators and
their natural prey. The Bedside Book of Beasts presents myths, fables, poetry, and excerpts from
nature and travel writing, journals, sacred texts, and works of fiction. Within these pages we
encounter big cats, bears, wolves, and the small but voracious praying mantis, as well as works that
bring to life the experience of more vulnerable prey. Portraits of such legendary evil beasts as the
Minotaur, Grendel, and the biblical Leviathan add to the depth and breadth of the collection. An
impressive array of art, both traditional and contemporary, as well as scientific, religious, and
mythological drawings, paintings, and woodcuts make this volume an utterly unique gift for the
holidays or any occasion. A fascinating exploration of the chain of life, of survival and mortality, The
Bedside Book of Beasts evokes a profound sense of the eternal connection between humans and
the creatures they endeavor to tame. Look Inside The Bedside Book of Beasts Click on

thumbnails for larger images

Praise for Graeme Gibson’s The Bedside Book of Birdsa ce[Gibson]'s book is a stunner. The wealth
of imagery and the range of intelligence are grand, the kinds of relationships with birds he sets out
nearly bewilderinga |. It's what I'll take to bed tonight to incite my dreams.& « & "Barry
Lopez"Gibson’s own graceful and erudite essays tell of the pleasure, fear, confusion, or hope that
birds inspire, and their imperiled place in nature." & O, The Oprah Magazinea celntriguing,
beautifully illustrated.a « & "Publishers Weekly & ceThis is a book to dip into during those spare
minutes, and the reader will be well rewarded by these glimpses into avian-human relations.a ¢

a "Booklist"The most compulsively readable of a clutch of bird-themed books out this autumn.
Taking in everything from classic nature-writing to poetry via folklore and Mayan creation myths,
The Bedside Book Of Birds is by no means for "twitchers’ only." & "Daily Mail "The perfect book for
armchair ornithologists with an eye for words as well as feathers." & "The Daily Telegraph "A
wonderful collection of poetry and prose, folk tales and myths, which pay tribute to our feathered
friend. . . . A perfect Christmas present, even for non-anoraks." & "Mail on Sunday "The beauty of
the writing and the illustrations contained in The Bedside Book of Birds is matched by the beauty of
the physical book itself. Great pains have been taken by the author and the publisher to make this
book a work of art, and they have succeeded marvelously." & "The Globe and Mail"An astoundingly
beautiful book . . . featur[ing] some of the most sublime writings to be found on the subject.” & "The
Globe and Mailéa ceA superb gift, a compulsive must-have, for the bird-lover, the storyteller, and the

anthropologist in the family. As a collection it is exemplary of how fascination can re-order the world.



Readers will be thinking feathered thoughts for days and they will be happier.a « &4 "The Calgary
Heralda ceA beautiful volume, sumptiously illustrated.a « & "The Vancouver Sun"Gibson’s preambles

are as satisfying as the texts and accompanying illustrations." & "Library Journal

This is such a lovely coffee table book. Stunning illustrations and a nice variety of poems, essays

and other exerpts from literature.

the kids and the grown-ups all loved this book - makes you appreciate animals and human thought

related to them through the ages

This book is such a treat. | keep it in the bathroom and read a page or two with every visit. It's the

kind of book to be doled out and savored.

It is the kind of book you want to read just before you go to sleep at night if you weren’t able to fire
anyone during the day. It releases or at at least asuages your baser animal instinct in an intellectual

way. Well worth the read and to have on the bedside table.

"The Bedside Book of Beasts: A Wildlife Miscellany," by Graeme Gibson, is a compendium of
writing about animals ranging from the ancient Greek writer Aelian to Sir Arthur Conan Doyle to
Barry Lopez and beyond, along with occasional commentary by the author. It is arranged in a series
of chapters concerning the relationships between predator and prey, animals and environment,
mythology and animals, creatures and humans. Most gloriously, it is generously supplied with
illustrations going back as far as the upper Paleolithic, which are absolutely gorgeous. Printed on
heavy paper, this is a volume to be savoured slowly, dipping into it a page at a time, the better to

draw out its pleasures. A complete delight.

Gibson, a Canadian novelist has compiled poetry and myth, fairy tale and folklore, sacred texts and
travelogues into a cleverly illustrated book. Far from a merely pretty survey of the animal kingdom, it
is a book that delivers the disquieting message about a delicate balance disturbed and provides a

thought-provoking collection of anecdotes about the human relationship with wild animals.Exquisite,
full-color reproductions of beast-themed drawings, paintings, and woodcuts, ranging from ancient to

modern illustrate each entry, making this book more of an experience than just an interesting read.



The novel, The Bedside Book of Beasts, is an excellent addition to any animal loverA¢A A™s
collection. It consists of a compilation of short stories, firsthand accounts, poems, and literature
excerpts, divided into eight sections which are each headed by an introduction from the author.
Every individual tale is interesting and features amazing illustrations. Whether you choose to read a
story each night, or breeze through the entire miscellany, The Bedside Book of Beasts is most
enjoyable and well worth the money. It is important to note that those not particularly fond of or
interested in animals might not see the appeal in this book, and it contains mature and complex
language which may deter children. Otherwise, these stories will be great for anyone. Each section
has a particular theme; predator and prey, the conflict between man and beast, etc.. There is a
considerable amount of text in each section, but the entire book can be read in a few days at a
reasonable pace. Any given story might be an ancient legend, chapter of a novel, insight into animal
behavior, or a poem. In short, The Bedside Book of Beasts appeals with its varied and interesting
content and beautiful illustrations. Assuming you find animals interesting, this book is a must-own.
Graeme Gibson deserves to be commended for this work, and | cannot recommend it

more!-Thomas

This book is a masterpiece. The works included range from hundreds of years old to modern
literature. The art heavily featured throughout is well curated and magnificent. Every animal lover,
every collector of beautiful books, and any one who appreciates the art that can come with literary

pieces needs to own this.
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